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II. CONTEMPORARY WESTERN MUHAMMADANS.
From this point the history of India has little connection
with that of countries vest of the Indus, and this affords
a convenient opportunity for glancing at the history of
the Muhainmadans tc the west of Persia and Central
Asia, which in these pages has received no attention
since the close of the f\-=t chapter. It was there related
how the Emperor KcracMus had hardly triumphed ever
the Persians and made an alliance with Jie Turks, when
the Arab followers of iluharnmad commenced to concuer
the provinces he had hardly rescued from the successor
of Cyrus, while the Prophet yet lived; how between 63-'-
651 Persia, between 632-639 Syria, in 639-641 Egypt, in
647-709 Northern Africa, and in 711-713 Spain, in ttira
were conquered by the arms of the Muhammadans, who
in 668 appeared for the first time before the walls of Con-
stantinople, and in 718 subdued the south of France and
reached the banks of the Loire, whence they were turned
back by Charles Martel ; how Spain revolted in 750, and
the Caliphate was divided into three branches under the
Ommiades, the Fatimites, and the Abbasides. Harun-
al-Rashid, Caliph of Bagdad, the greatest prince of his
race, humbled the Empress Irene in Constantinople
and reigned from 781 to 805, the ally of Charlemagne and
the patron of learning. In 823 the Arabs conquered
Crete and Sicily, and in 846 menaced Rome. But as the
conquerors mingled with the conquered, they lost the
courage and fanaticism they brought from their desert
home in Arabia, and engaged the hardy Turk to fight
their battles and to guard their princes; till weakness and
luxury and the swords of the Carmathian sectaries dis-
solved the falling empire of the Caliphs, which split up